
Student Engagement Self-Assessment
WHEN TO USE THIS TOOL:

• This tool provides educators with a large, comprehensive view of students selfassessment polls around 
whether a moment or task within class is engaging.

• This tool can be used during a class observation/ and should provide a consistent snapshot of self 
assessed student engagement.

• This tool can be used with students from grades 2-12. If there is a desire to use for earlier grades, 
teachers might want to change the numerical system to correspond with faces/graphics for ease of 
younger students ability to understand and process.

• In order to make this tool extremely powerful and transparent, the teacher might want to videotape her 
or himself to present an accurate picture of what was happening during the moment/experience when 
students tally their engagement.

HOW TO USE THIS TOOL:
Before using the tool

• In order for this tool to be effective, you will need to teach and clarify with your students what it feels 
like to be non compliant vs. compliant vs. engaged behavior.

• These terms will need to be explicitly taught and confirmed with the entire class.
• Students should also have a buy in or “why” behind how this data will help the teacher become a 

better instructor.
• Make sure that students are efficient/timely in their marking and have a best practice/routine to mark 

the document (for example every 5 minutes). The goal of a consistent marking scheme (every five 
minutes) provides the teacher with multiple snapshots during a class period.

• Multiple snapshots offers a comprehensive view of the lesson. The data pull should not detract from 
the overall lesson and should be a quick pulse that does not get students off track or overly distracted.

While using the tool
• Set up an external timer (or have a student monitor the timer) and be consistent in your pulse points.
• Students should quickly mark their feedback without having to talk about anything
• Have an efficient system or consistent measure as a teacher to ask for feedback on form and move on

After using the tool
• Review the entire class set of data and look for any trends or patterns that emerge after quickly 

scanning through with instructional coach or by yourself.
• Compare your student self assessment forms to a video or lesson plan (ideally both) and think about 

the type of activity/moment of your lesson plan. Go big picture and look at all of those moments 
collectively from the student experience.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

• What trends do you notice based on students’ self assessment?

• What data points surprised you?

• What types of teaching strategies or elements led to the most engaged behavior?
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Date : ____________________________

Instructions : Each time you hear the timer, please rate how engaging the learning activity is 
in which you are involved. You are only to rate the activity for yourself based on how engaging 
it is for you.

NONCOMPLIANT COMPLIANT ENGAGED

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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